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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections 35 U.S.C. §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. § 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention.. 

2. Claim 27 Is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as falling to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The clalm(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described In the specification In such a way as to enable one 
skilled In the art to which It pertains, or with which It Is most nearly connected, to 
make and/or use the Invention. 

3. There is no specific description of what exactly a 'turbulence body' is, thus it is 
unclear how this device would be made. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 21 - 27 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, 
as being Indefinite for falling to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

6. In claim 21, it is unclear if applicant is referring to the same reservoir as that 
disclosed in claim 20 or if he is claiming a new reservoir. For examination purposes, it 
is assumed that applicant is referring to a single reservoir. 
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7. With respect to claim 34, it is unclear what applicant intends to claim from the 
word 'blockage' (especially because it is unclear from the drawings). It is being 
interpreted to mean the same as a diameter restriction such as that mentioned in claim 
23, as this is most in accordance with the specification provided by applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 20 - 24, 26, 28, 30 - 31, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by VIock (4961698). 

10. VIock shows a device for spraying water in an oral cavity including a main 
conduit (30, Fig. 1), water container (26), spray nozzle (28), and means (70, Fig. 2), for 
a continuous mixing of a treating agent (56). VIock is directed to an ultrasonic tool, 
however, the water flow inherently functions as an oral douche. As to claim 21, the 
shown reservoir is located as claimed. Regarding claim 22, the oral douche is 
connected to the main conduit through a branch conduit (in figure 7, the branch conduit 
is from 136 to 138), and concerning claims 24 and 26, it is apparent from figure 7 that 
the branch conduit in this embodiment is parallel to the main conduit, and that the 
mixing reservoir (capsule halves 130 and 132) includes a central tubular body and is 
located in the branch stream. 
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1 1 . Regarding claim 28, VIock further discloses a handpiece 10 with a grip body (the 
body of the device) which includes a tube connector (20; see column 3, lines 1 - 23) 
that is provided laterally (as required by claim 38, discussed below under the title 35 
use 103), a spray nozzle (28), a longitudinal channel forming a main conduit (30) 
between the two, and a chamber capable of being a mixing chamber (100) that forms a 
reservoir and is located In the grip body. As to claims 30 and 31 , VIock further discloses 
a removable cap 88 wherein webs are formed (the threads of cap 88) which extend 
radially and in an arc on an underside of the cap to cover what is capable of being a 
turbulence body (the reservoir 100, as above). 

12. Regarding claims 23 and 34, VIock shows a restriction 128 used to restrict 
diameter (the same purpose as required by claim 27) and teaches that it can extend 
fully (to serve the purpose of the blockage of claim 34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

14. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 
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4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

15. Claims 25, 29, 32 - 33, 35 - 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over VIock. 

16. Regarding claim 40, VIock discloses a method for providing a treatment agent to 
a flow of water, with the steps of supplying a flow of water to a spray nozzle attached to 
a front end of a hand piece by a water supply tube connected to a rear end of the hand 
piece and providing a treatment agent to the flow of water by a mixing reservoir 
(inherent from figure 1 ). 

17. VIock adequately discloses the invention as claimed, as discussed above, but 
fails to teach: a mixing reservoir in the main part of a conduit (as required by claim 25), 
a longitudinal channel that extends under a floor of the mixing chamber (as required by 
claim 29), and a mixing chamber and tube connector on the rear end of a grip body (as 
required by claims 35 and 36). In addition, VIock does not teach the use of a separate 
endpiece that is pushed onto the central tubular portion and contains the mixing 
chamber and tube connector (required by claim 36). Finally, since VIock does not 
teach the separate endpiece of claim 36, he further does not disclose the main conduit 
(30) to be insertable into said endpiece. 

18. With respect to the channel under a floor of a mixing chamber, a mixing reservoir 
in the main part of a conduit, and a mixing chamber and connector on the rear end of a 
grip body, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time 
the invention was made, to modify VIock's handpiece by changing the locations of the 
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chamber and conduit, as it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention involves 
only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 

19. Regarding the separate end piece of claims 36 - 37, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make a 

separate endpiece for the reservoir and tube connector, since it has been held that 
constructing a formerly Integral structure in various elements involves only routine skill 
in the art. Nerwin v. Eriicnman, 168 USPQ 177, 179. 

20. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
VIock in view of Chernack (4979503). 

21. VIock adequately discloses the invention as claimed as discussed above, but 
fails to teach: a turbulence body through which the water is swirled around the 
substrate. 

22. However, Chernack does disclose a turbulence body (turbine 44 in housing 42). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time 
the invention was made, to modify VIock's handpiece by incorporating Chernack's 
turbulence body in order to better dissolve the medicating tablet. 

Conclusion 

23. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO 892. 

24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TARUN K. SRIVASTAVA whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3769. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 5:30 - 2:00 EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cris Rodriguez can be reached on 571-272-4964. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/John J Wilson/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3732 

Respectfully, 
TKS 

IT. K. S./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3732 
12/09/2008 



